am truly excited 
to be writing to 
you today on the 
eve of two very 
important occasions in 
Concordia’s history: the closing of 
The Campaign for a New 
Millennium and the 25th anniversary 
of Concordia’s founding. The coming 

together of Sir George Williams University and 
Loyola College signalled the beginning of what has 
become one of the most dynamic and progressive 
universities in Canada. Over the past two and a half 
decades, our University has helped to redefine the 
higher educational landscape, not only in Montreal, 
but also across the country. 

Each of our faculties, colleges and the School 
of Graduate Studies has brought forward 
progressive programs that respect our mission of 
providing a broad-based, highly relevant and 
accessible education to all who desire it. As 
examples, allow me to mention the newly accredited 
software engineering program introduced by the 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science; a 
program that puts Concordia among the pioneers 
of this fledgling sector and that will ensure a 
long-term winning relationship between graduates 
and employers. 


Our Fine Arts Faculty is also on the leading edge. 
Through the Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema a 
new generation of filmmakers is preparing to leave 
its mark on our cultural landscape. Theatre design- 
ers, musicians, painters, dancers and artists in every 
discipline are achieving success because of the kind 
of education Concordia offers; one that emphasizes 
both aesthetic and technical knowledge while 

‘immersing students in the entire spectrum of the 
Fine Arts. 
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Judging by the significant number of Concordia 
graduates who are among the decision makers in 
the financial and corporate fields, it is clear that the 
Faculty of Commerce and Administration has always 
been among the best business schools in 
the country. It is finally receiving well deserved 
recognition as such. But here again, we have not 
rested on our laurels. The Faculty is continually 
finetuning its curriculum to stay relevant to the needs 
of the external business community. With 
the assistance of Concordia’s Campaign for a New 
Millennium, it is creating chairs and distinguished 
professorships in a number of areas including 
finance, marketing, accountancy, entrepreneurial 
studies and investment management. 

The core of our University, the Faculty of Arts and 
Science is also redefining itself and developing pro- 
grams that address the future needs of our society. 
Research in such fields as biotechnology and bioin- 
formatics, neuroanatomical and neurochemical stud- 
ies, and educational technology is fuelling an eclectic : 
curriculum for over 12,000 students. This curriculum ". 
also includes highly sought after programs in com- 
munication studies, journalism, and exercise science 
as well as innovative institutes such as the Centre for 
the Study of Learning and Performance, the Concor- 
dia Institute for Canadian Jewish Studies and the 
Institute for Social, Cultural and Environmental 
Studies. 

All of this, of course, would have been very 
difficult to achieve without your support. And this 
leads me to offer my sincere thanks for your 
generosity to Concordia. As you read this, the 
Campaign will have raised nearly $53 million of the 
$55 million goal. With a sustained effort through 
the month of June, it is quite likely that we will 
surpass our objective. 

Over and above the financial support we continue 
to receive, a truly gratifying aspect of the Campaign 
has been the overwhelmingly positive response we 
have received from so many of you. [have been 
greatly moved by the outpouring of goodwill 


please see page 6 
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BY SYLVAIN COMEAU 
e following friends were 
celebrated in January at a 
gala evening at the St. James 
Club, when the Concordia University 
Alumni Association’s 1999 Alumni Recog- 
nition Awards were presented. 


Humberto Santos Award of Merit: Peter Howlett 

Peter Howlett (L BA 63) is president 
of Montorsan Holdings and several 
community organizations, including 
the Le Portage Program for Drug Depen- 
dencies, which he founded in 1970. He 
has been a member of Concordia’s Board 
of Governors since 1989. 

Le Portage began as a modest Montreal 
street clinic; today it has six substance- 
abuse rehabilitation centres in Eastern 
Canada and helps more than 3,000 people 
each year. Since 1986, Howlett has also 
been president of Les Amis de la Mon- 
tagne, dedicated to protecting and con- 
serving Mount Royal. In 1996, the City of 
Montreal presented him with the Prix 
d’honneur for his environmental commit- 
ment. He has avidly supported Concordia 
events and projects through the years, and 
can usually be found in the stands at 
Stingers games. 


Distinguished Service Award: Barbara Barclay 

Barbara Barclay (SGW BA 74, BEd 76) 
is an advisor and part-time faculty mem- 
ber in Concordia’s Teaching English as a 
Second Language (TESL) department and 
immediate past-president of the Associa- 
tion of Alumni Sir George Williams. 

In 1997, she compiled a retrospective 
celebrating the 60th anniversary of Sir 
George’s first graduating class. Barclay 
also organizes the Annual Concordia 
Used Book Fair, which in its first two 
years has raised more than $8,000 for the 
Student Emergency Food Voucher Pro- 
gram and the Student Emergency Loan 
Program. 

Perhaps her most lasting contribution 
was the installation in the lobby of the 
Henry F. Hall Building of the bronze 
busts of six men who built Sir George 
Williams: Frederick O. Stredder, Henry F. 
Hall, Claude W. Thompson, Kenneth E. 
Norris, Douglas B. Clarke and John W. 
O'Brien. 


Distinguished Service Award: Raymond Décarie 
Raymond Décarie (L BComm 63) is 
president of the Affinity Market Group 


for Meloche Monnex insurers, in Toronto. 


Meloche Monnex pours thousands of 
dollars a year into university sponsor- 
ships, advertising, prizes and donations, 
and Concordia is a frequent recipient. 

Décarie is a member of the board 
of the Toronto Chapter of the Concordia 
University Alumni Association, and a 
canvasser for the Toronto Division of 
Concordia’s Campaign for a New Millen- 
nium. 


Distinguished Service Award: Roland Picard 

Roland Picard (SGW BSc 46) is presi- 
dent of de Aur Light Company. An active 
community volunteer, he has been 
involved in many ways with the Associa- 
tion of Alumni Sir George Williams for 
more than 50 years. He will receive his 
award at a later date, as he was not able to 
attend the ceremony. 


Honorary Life Membership: Sister Eileen Mcilwaine, 
CND 

Sister Eileen McIlwaine, a member of 
the Congregation of Notre Dame, was 
president of Marianopolis College until 
her retirement in 1996 and has been a 
member of Concordia’s Board of Gover- 
nors since 1988. She was the Board’s vice- 
chair from 1992 to 1997. 

She has been a key player in the selec- 
tion of some of Concordia’s top adminis- 
trators. During difficult times, her 
clear-mindedness, knowledge and com- 
passion made her an invaluable asset to 


the University. 


Alumni Award for Excellence in Teaching: 
Marc Gervais, SJ 

Marc Gervais (L BA 50) is a Jesuit, an 
internationally renowned film scholar and 
much-admired teacher. 

He started teaching cinema in the Com- 
munication Studies Department at Loyola 
College in 1967, and took early retirement 
from Concordia in 1992, though he 
continues to teach. Many of his students, 
including the CBC’s Hana Gartner, have 
gone on to highly successful careers. 

He was a founder of both the Loyola 
Jesuit Institute for Studies in International 
Peace, and of Concordia’s Lonergan 
University College. 


Outstanding Student Award: Rosey Edeh 

Rosey Edeh, currently pursuing an MA 
in Art History, is a world-class athlete, 
sports broadcaster, motivational speaker 
and mother. 

Born in London, England, Edeh came 
to Canada at age 3. Her running skills led 
to an athletic scholarship at Rice Universi- 
ty in Houston, Texas, where she began to 
establish herself as a world-class 400- 
meter hurdler. At the Atlanta Olympic 
Games in 1996, where she finished in 
sixth place in the finals, she established a 
Canadian record in her event. She is now 
working toward what she hopes will be 
her fourth Olympics next year in Sydney, 
Australia, when she will be 34. 

Edeh has also sprinted through her 
course work with top marks, and is ready- 
ing herself for her thesis on the work of 
Quebec textile artist Louise Lemieux 
Berubé. She is also on the board of the 
Quebec Special Olympics. 
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BY SYLVAIN COMEAU 
ommerce and Administration 
is a Faculty on a high-tech 
mission. 

Two years ago, the Faculty quietly 
drafted its Strategic Academic Plan 1998- 
2000, a strategy designed to help it 
compete with technology-oriented 
educational providers. Item number one, 
“the move from teaching to learning,” 
entailed an ambitious technological 
upgrade. 

“We’re moving forward,” said Dennis 
Dicks, a professor of Educational 
Technology in Arts and Science and the 
Director of the Centre for Instructional 
Technology, which develops technology 
for Commerce and Administration. 

The first plank of item number one, 
implementing a laptop university 
operation in the IAMBA (International 
Aviation MBA) and EMBA (Executive 
MBA) facilities, has already been 
accomplished. Several units — including 
Instructional and Information Technology 
Services (formerly Computing Services), 
the Vice-Rector Services Office and the 
Bookstores — worked with the Faculty to 
develop the snazzy new facilities. 

Professors will use “smartboards,” a 
kind of electronic blackboard that saves 
what is written on it on a hard disk; 
students can then download the 
information on their laptops. Students will 
use “groupware” to communicate with 
one another, and to access the Internet. 

“This changes the way you can teach,” 
Dicks said. “You don’t have to make sure 
that the students have printed copies of 
materials beforehand. You don’t have to 
worry about them taking notes. You can 
send them information you project on the 
smartboard through the network. 
Therefore, the professor can spend a lot 
more class time interacting with the 
students.” 

The classes are also equipped with 
videoconferencing technology, so that a 
guest lecturer could speak to the class and 
answer questions in real time, even from 
thousands of miles away. 

Dicks said, “These teaching facilities are 
a model of the electronic or intelligent 
classroom. They’re also prototypes that 
will allow us to experiment with these 
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Pictured here is Dennis Dicks, Director of the Centre for Instructional Technology for Commerce 
Administration and a professor of Educational Technology in Arts and Science. 


concepts, and help us decide whether or 
not we want to build more of these 
classrooms.” 

He noted that the University is planning 
to upgrade several classrooms for 
multimedia applications. “Our experience 
with these types of facilities should be of 
some benefit to people planning that large 
undertaking, so this is a pilot project for 
Concordia in the area of intelligent 
classrooms.” 

The Faculty has also recently launched 
a Learning Clinic — a facility equipped 
with workstations, a smartboard, and a 
state-of-the-art multimedia production 
room. 

“The Learning Clinic is a drop-in 
centre, where faculty can come and learn 
about new multimedia technology. They 
can experiment with these technologies to 
produce course material, and practise 


teaching with them. The Clinic will also be 
used as a training facility for faculty and 
staff.” 

Distance education is another plank in 
the academic plan. In September, the 
Faculty is launching a distance-ed version 
of the entire IAMBA program, which is 
attended mostly by professionals in the 
airline industry. 

“W/e believe that there is a potential 
world market for this kind of program: in 
airlines, airports, airplane manufacturers, 
and so on. Currently, students have to 
come to us to take the program, and take a 
year off work. The plan is to reach people 
where they are, in their homes and 
workplaces.” 

The Faculty is also developing a Web- 
based course on personal finance that 
would be accessible to students in 
Commerce and other Faculties. 
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BY EUGENIA XENOS 
oncordia’s Humanities Doctoral 
Program was the first program of its 
kind in Canada, and remains one of 
the very few — giving it ample reason to have 
celebrated its 25th anniversary during 
Homecoming weekend last fall. 

The program allows students to work across 
interdisciplinary boundaries, as they choose a 
major from one of the humanities, social 
sciences or fine arts, and two minor 
disciplines, from any field. 

“Tt certainly was an idea ahead of its time,” 
said Philosophy Professor Stanley French, a 
founder and former director of the program. 
“Even now there are no such doctoral 
programs in Canada or, to the best of my 
knowledge, in the United States.” 

The program admitted its first students in 
1973, one year before the merger of Sir George 
Williams University and Loyola College. 

A recent development has seen an 
increasing number of students linking the 


Filling the cultural void 
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humanities with work in the visual and 
creative arts. For example, one student is 
incorporating an instructional CD-ROM into 
his dissertation on sound design. 

To celebrate its anniversary, the Humanities 
Doctoral Program held a colloquium, as well 
as a curated group exhibition of students’ 
recent studio work at the VAV Gallery. Called 
“Doctorings: Studio Work Informed by 
Interdisciplinary Scholarship,” the exhibition 
included interactive and sound installations, 
video, Web site design, and painting 
installation. 


Liberal Arts celebrates life through classic books 


BY ANNA BRATULIC 


6 celebrate its 20th anniversary, 
Concordia’s Liberal Arts College 
(LAC) is spotlighting its favourite 


subject: books. All its commemorative lectures 


and colloquia are centered on the theme of 
“Reading Great Books, Reading Ourselves: 
The Books of Our Lives.” 

Since 1978, students have enrolled in the 
LAC, one of Concordia’s five interdisciplinary 
colleges, in small but steady batches of about 
50 a year. Required readings in literature, 
history, philosophy, art, music and science 
give them a chronicle of the Western world, 
from Biblical times to the present. 

“We see true education as a kind of 
conversation between past and present,” said 
founding professor Fred Krantz. “When you 
read St. Augustine, you’re really talking to him.” 

The three-year program offered by the 
College leads to a BA in Western Society and 
Culture. First-year students start with the 
Book of Genesis. By the end of their third 
year, students are acquainted with the 
thoughts and theories of modern-day 
intellectuals like Northrop Frye and Allen 
Ginsberg. 


They also have the chance to go on an 
annual trip to New York City, where class 
work is brought to life with stops at museums 
and a night at the opera. A European trip is 
planned every few years, as well. This year, the 
LAC offered a course titled “Great 
Conversations” for non-LAC students. 

LAC graduates have gone off in different 
directions after graduation. While some have 
opted for graduate school, others have careers 
in business, medicine, law — even stand-up 
comedy. 

Krantz believes that a liberal arts education 
would do everyone some good. “Even if you 
withdrew to a desert island, the College would 
be useful. You would know what books to 
take.” 
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1999 Concordia Research 


Fellows named 


rofessors Wagdi Habashi 

(Mechanical Engineering) and 

Janice Helland (Art History) have 
been named Concordia University Research 
Fellows for 1999. 

The awards were instituted in 1998 to 
acknowledge outstanding recent research 
activity and highlight the importance of 
research at Concordia. As well as holding the 
title for a year, the recipients are given $5,000 
in grants and a congratulatory reception. In 
return, each gives an open lecture that year. 


Wagdi (Fred) Habashi, named University 
Research Fellow in the Senior Researcher 
category, is one of Concordia’s undisputed 
stars, an applied scientist who has made an 
international 
mark in the 
highly 
competitive 
field of 
computational 
simulation, 
particularly in 
the testing and 
perfecting of 
aerodynamic 
designs. 

Holder 
of aPhD 
from Cornell University, N.Y., he began 
teaching in Concordia’s Department of 
Mechanical Engineering in 1975, and is a 
Fellow of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers and an Associate Fellow of the 
American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics. 

Habashi’s particular expertise is in fluid 
dynamics. He uses supercomputers to 
analyze the flow of fluids over airplane jet 
engines or navy ships. His work in this 
field has been sustained by grants and 
contracts totalling more than several million 
dollars over his career, and led in 1992 to 
the establishment of Concordia’s 
Computational Fluid Dynamics Laboratory, 
one of the most active and best-equipped 
centres in Canada. 


He has worked closely with many leading 
aerospace and manufacturing companies, 
including Boeing, Aerospatiale, BF Goodrich, 
Bombardier-Aerospace and CAE — but 
perhaps his longest association, since 1977, 
has been with Pratt & Whitney Canada, with 
whom he has won an award for the fastest 
computer code in the world. He was the first 
mechanical engineer to be awarded NSERC’s 
Steacie Fellowship. 


Art History 
Professor 
Janice 
Helland has 
been named 
Research 
Fellow 

in the 
Emerging 
Researcher 
category. 
She came 
to her 
academic career relatively late, attending 
graduate school after her family was well 
established. 

However, she has certainly made up for 
lost time. The Times Literary Supplement, 
among others, hailed her first book, The 
Studios of Frances and Margaret Macdonald, 
for its meticulous research when it was 
published in 1996. She is now on sabbatical, 
finishing a second book called Commitment, 
Friendship and Pleasure: A Study of 19th 
Century Women Artists and Their Work. 

Helland is particularly interested in 
women artists of the British Isles during the 
19th century, when industrialization was 
affecting art in many ways, and women were 
beginning to emerge from the shadows. She 
is planning a new project on the Home Arts 
Industries, a forerunner of the Arts and 
Crafts movement. 

Since she started teaching in the Art 
History Department in 1993-94, research 
funding to her department has increased as a 
result of her enthusiasm. She has also been 
an extraordinary mentor to graduate students. 
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Alumni Rally to a Good Cause 


Graduates from around the world turn out for Concordia 


e image of Concordia as a cosmopolitan school in a 
cosmopolitan city has endured from the earliest days of 
the University’s founding. Its ability to reflect the energy 

and cultural diversity of Montreal is a badge of honour that sets 
Concordia apart from its sister institutions. It is also one of the main 
reasons Ronald Corey, President of the Montreal Canadiens and the 
Molson Centre elected to chair Concordia’s $55 million Campaign for a 
New Millennium. 

These days, a more fitting description of Concordia is of a Montreal- 
based university with international reach and influence. Exactly how 
much reach and influence has become evident over the the past two 
and a half years as Concordia called on its alumni from around the 
world to participate in this defining campaign. 

No matter where the Campaign hosted an alumni event—London, 
New York, Ottawa, Quebec City, Toronto, Vancouver, Calgary, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and even Hong Kong—graduates of all ages 
and backgrounds crowded into reception rooms, refreshments in hand 
and waxed nostalgic about their days at the University. 

On the surface, the festivities mirrored the collegial networking rem- 
iniscences of days gone by, when Concordia, Sir George and Loyola 
colours were on display and alumni gathered primarily for fun. What 
set these events apart from previous get-togethers was the response. 
Organized within the context of the Capital Campaign, and publicized 
in this way, these receptions were planned to mix business and plea- 
sure. The call went out and the RSVPs started rolling in unprecedent- 


continued from page 1 


witnessed since the Campaign began. Alumni and friends from all 
walks of life and throughout North America, London and Asia have 
responded in great numbers to our invitations to participate in the 
Campaign. All of you are donors, and many have worked tirelessly on 
our behalf in many different capacities. 

Let me assure you that your efforts have not gone unnoticed by 
the internal Concordia community; how else can we explain the 
unprecedented level of support we have received from the student 
body? These alumni of the future have looked to you for guidance, 
received your generosity of spirit, and responded in kind. This 
shared desire to make Concordia the best that it can be augurs well 
for the next 25 years. 

Since our last capital campaign in 1983, the number of donors 

and the level of financial support continues to grow. As a way of 
recognizing gifts to Concordia on a cumulative basis — to include gifts 
made to the Campaign for Concordia 1983 - 1988, annual gifts from 
1988 onward and gifts to The Campaign for a New Millennium, 

the University is introducing a new category of Rector’s Circle Life 
Membership. This will acknowledge and celebrate cumulative giving 
to the University beginning at the $15,000 level. Annual membership 


ed numbers. Clearly, graduates wanted to take the necessary steps to 
propel Concordia to the next level. 

The vision of Concordia’s dynamic evolution, reinforced by one of a 
series of eye-opening Campaign videos as well as heartfelt speeches 
from a contingent of volunteers, left its mark on virtually every guest in 
every venue; by the end of every gathering recent alumni and those 
who had graduated as far back as 50 years ago wanted to become as_- 
much a part of Concordia’s future as they had been a part of its past. 

Depending on what part of the world the event was held in, the 
desire to participate in Concordia’s development manifested itself in 
different ways. In the United States alumni wanted to make pledges on 
the spot, in Western Canada, networking opportunities were proposed 
and offers made to guide Concordia through the paradise of business 
opportunities, and in Toronto, fresh recruits stepped forward to assist 
the Bay street veterans as volunteer canvassers. 

Regardless of whether graduates committed themselves to starting 
an alumni chapter or presenting the Campaign to third party interests, 
the manifestation of goodwill was unprecedented in scope and in 
sincerity. 

In practical terms, this recommitment to Concordia has opened 
the door to educational exchanges, placement opportunities for new 
graduates, and of course financial support for the University’s 

academic priorities. 

It also means that the next time you get invited to a Concordia 

alumni event, get there early and get ready to party late into the night. 


will, of course continue, while the original Charter Membership will be 
maintained as a closed list. Details concerning Life Membership will be 
circulated to you after the completion of the Campaign. 

For the time being, please accept again my sincere thanks for your 
ongoing support of this vital institution. 
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Frederick Lowy 
Rector and Vice-Chancellor 
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